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THE VIEW FROM HEBE 

Document on Smoking Teenagers 
And Lung Cancer a Bold Venture 

By JOE R. MILLS, Radio-TV Editor 


The kind of courage that the Columbia Broadcasting 
System’s television people showed Wednesday evening in 
the opening “CBS Reports” on Ch. 10 is 4 rare thing. It 
also is the kind of thing that may one day set the broadcast 
medium up on its own spe¬ 


cial pedestal. 

Tt was'a study of the 
tionship of smoking for man; 
human ail¬ 
ments and to — 
my eye seemed 
to make a 
pretty fair 
case against 
smoking. 1 
may be preju¬ 
diced. At our 
house we 
kicked cigar- 

J i year and 

Llf ago. In Mills 
iriew, anything as hard t 
rid of as a cigaret yen, is 1 
cult to justify. M 

hile I felt the CBS-TV ef¬ 
fort was fair and honest there 



“We were told that the 
rogram would be an objec 
ive report on smoking and 
ealth. Instead, it affords a 
ehicle for venting of ex- 
erne opinions and preju- 
ces without any real effort 
explore the facts and de- 
ermine the merits of these 
ositions.” 

Richard S. Salant, presi- 
ent of CBS News, replied: 
‘We’ve checked into Mr. Al- 
en’s charges and deny 
hem. The program speaks 
or itself.” 

Testimony ,was presented 
y the Royal College of Phy- 
icians in Great Britain, the 
;.S. Public Health Service, 
and the American Cancer So¬ 


ciety concerning possible 
was a rapid dissent from peo- i* ul ]^ s between smoking and 
pie in the tobacco world. lung cancer . . 

: George V. Allen, president ^ ™ 

of the Tobacco Institute, Inc., w REBUTTAL, Dr. Clar 
•was swift to contend that he ™ ce ^ook kittle, ^scientuic 
was quoted “badly out of con-“ irGc ^ or Tobacco R^ - 

text” in “The Teenage search Center, and Dr. Harry 
Smoker.” S. N. Greene, chairman of the 

department of pathology at 
ALLEN LODGED his pro- the Yale University School of 
test shortly before the show, Medicine, maintained that it 
.presented by “CBS Reports,” was not clearly established 

was telecast n a t i o n a 11 y that tobacco caused cancer in 
• Wednesday night man. . 

In a telegram to CBS Pres- During the interview with 
ident Frank Stanton^ Allen Allen, a portion of which ap- 
said: ‘ pc a red briefly toward the 


end of the hour-long pro¬ 
gram, CBS reporter Harry 
Reasoner asked Aden about 
charges that cigarette adver¬ 
tising is “slanted to start 
young people smoking”— 
with Reasoner noting that 
Allen does not think it is. 

Allen replied that adver¬ 
tising policies are deter¬ 
mined by individual com¬ 
panies, not by the industry¬ 
wide organization he repre¬ 
sents, and added: 

“The great majority of the 
advertising, I must say in 
all frankness, is on the part 
of companies which are try¬ 
ing to persuade people who 
are already smokers to 
change their brand from one 
company to another.” 

The program discussed 
American cigarette advertis¬ 
ing on television and its pos¬ 
sible effects on inducing 
young people to take up 
smoking. 

The program noted that 
British cigarette companies 
have agreed not to advertise 
on TV before 9 o’clock at 
night in a move to limit what 
could be appeals to teenagers 
to adopt the cigarette habit. 


Source: https://www.industrydociiments.ucsf.edu/docs/kqnkOOOO 
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